PREFACE
place to that giddy pre-eminence on which his kin formerly
had played their part.
The history of the House of Borgia is the history of the
healing of the Great Schism; of the Renascence of letters
and the arts; of the Invention of Printing; of the Muslim
Invasion of Europe; of the consolidation of that Pontifical
Sovereignty which endured till 1870; the history of the
Discovery of a World; the history of the Discovery, by
man, of Man.
"To penetrate the abyss of any human personality is
impossible. No man truly sees his living neighbour's,
brother's, wife's,—nay, even his own soul." (John Adding-
ton Symonds.} Much more obscure must be his friend's;
and darker still, his enemy's;—and these alive. What, then,
can be known of personalities, who are but distant, perhaps
uninteresting, mere names?
Chronicles there are, and chroniclers; and no more re-
liance can be placed in those, than in modern morning and
evening newspapers. The same defect is common to both,
—the personal equation; the human nature of the writer,-
historian, journalist.
Cardinal Bartolomeo Sacchi (detto Platina) was "a
heathen, and a bad one." He had to stand his trial on a
charge of worshipping false gods, was acquitted for want
of evidence, and departed this life in the Odour of Sanc-
tity. Modern discoveries, in the secret recesses of the cata-
combs, have proved that he was used to carry on his nefari-
ous practices there, with a handful of other extravagant
athenians of like kidney. He wrote a History of the Popes,
which fairly deserves to be called veracious: but he had a
personal grudge against the Lord Paul P.P. II, Who had
put him to trial for paganism and grieved him with the
torture called The Question; wherefore, he got even with
His Holiness when he wrote His life, and a more singular
example of truth untruly told would be hard to find, Pla-
tina died in the reign of the Lord Xystus P.P. IV; and

